
 

 
Irish Life Investment Managers appoint new Head of Business Development Europe 

 
26 May 2021 - Irish Life Investment Managers (ILIM) has announced the appointment of Jennifer 
Richards as its new Head of Business Development Europe.  
 
Jennifer brings over 20 years of extensive strategic advisory and business development experience 
to the role. As Head of Business Development Europe, Jennifer will be responsible for leading ILIM’s 
new business activities across Continental Europe, focusing on utilising ILIM’s wide range of 
capabilities to develop long term solutions for investors.  Jennifer will also be responsible for 
supporting growth within the Irish market, looking at new opportunities for ILIM to help meet 
investors' requirements. 
 
Jennifer joins ILIM from Aberdeen Standard Investments (formerly Standard Life Investments), 
where she held several senior roles, including Co-Head of European Business Development. She has 
a successful track record of growing businesses, and under her steer, the European business of 
Standard Life Investments grew from €7bn to €20bn in five years. 
 
Commenting on the appointment, Colin Cunningham, Director Global Institutional Distribution at 

Irish Life Investment Managers, said: “We are delighted to announce that Jennifer Richards has 

joined as Head of Business Development in Europe. Jennifer is a key addition to the team, where her 

specific focus will be on further developing and strengthening our growing position in Europe. 

Jennifer’s appointment supports our ongoing growth through partnerships in many key markets 

across Europe, underlining Irish Life Investment Managers continued commitment to our clients, 

leveraging our unique capabilities and assisting them in achieving their business objectives.” 

Previously, Jennifer held the position of Head of Ireland at Standard Life Investments and was a key 

member of the Standard Life Irish Leadership Team, who set the strategic direction and vision for the 

Irish business with 300+ employees. Prior to this role, Jennifer was Head of European Wholesale 

Clients and was responsible for designing and implementing the SLI client proposition for her clients 

across Europe. Preceding her role in ASI, Jennifer worked at AIB Investment Managers and Mercer. 
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For further media information:  
Claire Rowley / Ben Burton  
Drury Communications  
Claire.rowley@drury.ie / Ben.burton@drury.ie  
087 269 5014 (CR) / 087 392 7516 (BB) 
 
About Irish Life: 
 
Irish Life is one of Ireland’s leading financial services groups, now taking care of over 1.4 million 

customers. We help people to confidently prepare for and embrace life’s changes with our wide range 

of health, life, pension and investment solutions.      

We are now part of the Great-West Lifeco group of companies, one of the world’s leading life 
assurance organisations. Great-West Lifeco and its subsidiaries have approximately CAD$1.7 trillion 
in consolidated assets under administration and are members of the Power Financial Corporation 
group of companies. 
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Irish Life delivers innovative solutions for personal and corporate customers, backed by the highest 
standards of service. And as part of Great-West Lifeco, we have access to experience and expertise 
on a global scale, so we can continuously enhance our leading range of services and solutions. 
 
 


